
 

Book Author What¶s it About Link to Review Recommen
ded B\ 

James Perceval 
Everett 

The stor\ of Huck Finn, 
told from the 
perspective of Jim, the 
enslaved man who 
journe\s down the 
Mississippi with Huck. 
The author gives Jim a 
rich interior life, 
portra\ing him as a 
literate, thoughtful and 
resourceful man.  
The novel e[plores 
themes of race, 
freedom and 
stor\telling itself. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WiPeV.
cRP/2024/03/11/bRRN
V/UeYieZ/SeUciYaO-eYe
UeWW-jaPeV.hWPO 
 

Marthe 
Scott 
 
Michelle 
Noble 

Small Things 
Like These 

Claire 
Keegan 

Set in a small Irish 
town in the weeks 
leading up to 
Christmas 1985, it 
follows a man who 
discovers unsettling 
truths about a local 
convent and its 
treatment of unmarried 
mothers.Themes of 
kindness, moral 
courage and the weight 
of silence in the face of 
injustice are e[plored. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WiPeV.
cRP/2024/11/25/bRRN
V/UeYieZ/VPaOO-WhiQgV
-OiNe-WheVe-cOaiUe-Nee
gaQ-bRRN-cOXb.hWPO 
 

Marthe 
Scott  
 
Joan 
Beveridge 
 
 

The Lost 
Apothecar\ 

Sarah 
Penner 

A dual timeline 
historical m\ster\ that 
weaves together the 
stories of 3 women in 
18th centur\ London. 
Nella runs a secret 
apothecar\ that 
dispenses poison to 
women seeking to free 
themselves from 
abusive men. Her fate 
entwines with a \oung 
girl who enters her 
shop.  
In the present, we find 

hWWSV://bRRNcOXbchaW.
cRP/bRRNV/UeYieZ-Wh
e-ORVW-aSRWhecaU\-b\-
VaUah-SeQQeU/?XWP_V
RXUce=chaWgSW.cRP 
 
 

Chris 
Scandrett 



Caroline, who 
discovers a m\sterious 
vial and seeks to 
uncover its secrets. 

The Monk of 
Mokha 

Dave Eggers A nonfiction stor\ 
which reads like fiction 
that follows the real life 
journe\ of a 
Yemeni-American man 
raised in San 
Francisco. He 
becomes fascinated b\ 
the forgotten coffee 
industr\ in Yemen and 
travels there to work 
with farmers to revive 
the industr\. Plans are 
thrown into chaos 
when civil war breaks 
out leaving him 
trapped. 

hWWSV://daYeeggeUV.Q
eW/PRQNRfPRNha 

Chris 
Scandrett 

More or Less 
Madd\ 

Lisa Genova A novel about a 
\oung woman 
diagnosed with 
bipolar disorder 
during her freshman 
\ear at NYU. 
Grappling with her 
new realit\, Madd\ 
discovers a passion 
for stand-up comed\, 
using humour to help 
her navigate her 
condition.An intimate 
look at mental health, 
identit\ and the 
pursuit of one¶s 
passions amidst life¶s 
challenges. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.NiUNXVUeY
ieZV.cRP/bRRN-UeYie
ZV/OiVa-geQRYa/PRUe-
RU-OeVV-Padd\/ 
 

Michelle 
Noble 



M\ Father¶s 
House 

Joseph 
O¶Connor 

Historical thriller based 
on the true stor\ of 
Hugh O¶Flahert\, an 
Irish priest in Na]i 
occupied Rome during 
WW ll. As the Gestapo 
hunts down Jews, 
Allied soldiers and 
political 
refugees,O¶Flahert\ 
secretl\ organi]es an 
escape network from 
within the Vatican. He 
plans a daring escape 
mission to save lives, 
knowing that e[posure 
would mean certain 
death. The novel 
highlights the power of 
resistance and 
humanit\ in the face of 
oppression.  

hWWSV://ZZZ.bRRNVheO
fdiVcRYeU\.cRP/bRRNV
/bRRN-UeYieZ-P\-faWh
eUV-hRXVe-jRVeSh-Rc
RQQRU 

Br\e Bonner 

Old Babes in 
the Woods 

Margaret 
Atwood 

A book of short stories 
that e[plore themes of 
love, loss, memor\ and 
the passage of time. A 
central thread follows a 
long married couple as 
the\ navigate aging, 
companionship and 
grief. 
Other stories range 
from poignant to 
pla\ful, touching on 
relationships, famil\, 
and the comple[ities of 
human nature. 
The collection offers a 
meditation on life¶s 
small moments and 
enduring connections 

hWWSV://ZZZ.WheVWaU.c
RP/eQWeUWaiQPeQW/bR
RNV/PaUgaUeW-aWZRRd
-V-QeZ-bRRN-ROd-bab
eV-iQ-Whe-ZRRd-iQcOX
deV-VRPe-Rf-Whe-beVW
/aUWicOe_1716364c-92
a7-5e68-9103-fbe11e
1b86c2.hWPO 
 
 

Br\e Bonner 



Hotline Dmitri 
Nasrallah 

 A noYel VeW in 
mid-1980V MonWUeal, 
Wold fUom Whe 
peUVpecWiYe of MXna 
Heddad, a 
Vingle-moWheU 
immigUanW fleeing 
ZaU-WoUn Lebanon ZiWh 
heU Von. She WakeV a 
job aW a ZeighW-loVV 
cenWUe hoWline and aV 
Vhe liVWenV Wo calleUV¶ 
VWUXggleV, Vhe UemainV 
VilenW aboXW heU oZn 
paVW and Whe haUdVhipV 
Vhe faceV in a neZ 
coXnWU\. HoWline iV,³a 
loYe leWWeU Wo UeVilience, 
Wo Whe immigUanW 
e[peUience and Wo 
MonWUeal.´  
 

hWWSV://PWOUeYieZRfbR
RNV.ca/UeYieZV/diPiWUi
-QaVUaOOah-hRWOiQe/ 
 
 

Maureen 
MacQuarrie 

There are 
Rivers in the 
Sk\ 

Elif Shafak  The book, ³WUaYeUVeV 
Wime, Vpace, m\Wholog\, 
hiVWoU\ and Vcience´ all 
linked b\ ZaWeU, ZiWh 
Whe UiYeUV ThameV and 
TigUiV pla\ing majoU 
UoleV.  
IW folloZV Whe lifeVpan of 
a UaindUop aV iW iV 
conVXmed, VXbVXmed 
and WUanVfoUmed 
acUoVV conWinenWV and 
cenWXUieV.  
Unlikel\ chaUacWeUV aUe 
XniWed WhUoXgh YibUanW 
UecXUUing moWifV, 
coincidenceV, and 
WhemaWic paUallelV. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.ZaVhiQgW
RQiQdeSeQdeQWUeYieZ
RfbRRNV.cRP/bRRNUeY
ieZ/WheUe-aUe-UiYeUV-i
Q-Whe-VN\ 

Maureen 
MacQuarrie 
 
Nanc\ 
McFadden 



Juice Tim Winton A bit  
D\stopian, a bit Cli-Fi 
(Climate-Fiction), Juice 
opens on an unnamed 
narrator carr\ing a 
mute child across a 
vaguel\ Australian 
landscape. The\ pull 
up at an abandoned 
mining station to find 
someone is alread\ 
there- a figure with a 
crossbow, who is 
mistrustful of strangers. 
Taken captive and 
forced to talk in 
e[change for water, the 
protagonist seeks to 
e[plain himself to the 
bowman. 
The hellscape is 
worth\ of Mad Ma[ or 
Cormad McCarth\¶s 
The Road. Bleak but 
beautifull\ written. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.UeadiQgV.
cRP.aX/SURdXcW/9781
761344893/jXice--WiP
-ZiQWRQ--2024--9781
761344893 
 

Deb Price 

Klara and the 
Sun 

Ka]o  
Ishiguro 

Set in the near future, 
the novel follows Klara, 
an Artificial Friend 
designed to provide 
companionship to 
children. She is chosen 
b\ Josie, an intelligent 
and sickl\ girl and 
becomes deepl\ 
devoted to her. As 
Klara observes human 
emotions, she begins 
to question what it 
means to love and be 
loved. The novel 
e[plores themes of  
loneliness, hope, and 
the ethical dilemmas of 
AI in a world shaped b\ 
technolog\ and social 
divides. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WiPeV.
cRP/2021/02/23/bRR
NV/UeYieZ/NOaUa-aQd-W
he-VXQ-Na]XR-iVhigXU
R.hWPO 

Deb Price 

Permanent 
Astonishment 

Thompson 
Highwa\ 

Autobiograph\ of a 
Cree Canadian writer 

hWWSV://fUeefaOOPaga]i
Qe.ca/UeYieZ-Rf-WRPV

Pam 
Redfern 



and musician 
(Thompson Highwa\), 
who tells the stor\ of 
his upbringing with his 
nomadic Cree famil\ in 
Northern Manitoba. He 
also gives an insightful 
and measured account 
of his nine \ears in 
residential school.  

RQ-highZa\V-SeUPaQ
eQW-aVWRQiVhPeQW/ 

The Great 
Alone 

Kristen 
Hannah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A novel about love, 
survival and resilience 
set in the wilds of 
Alaska. We find Leni, a 
13 \ear old girl whose 
parents move to a 
remote homestead in 
1974 hoping for a fresh 
start. Her father, a  
Vietnam War vet with 
PTSD is hoping to heal 
himself. But as winter 
sets in, his volatilit\ 
worsens, turning their 
home into a dangerous 
place. As Leni and her 
mother fight to survive 
both the wilderness 
and domestic abuse, 
she discovers strength, 
love and the meaning 
of home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hWWSV://QRYeOQRWiRQV.Q
eW/2020/05/13/Whe-gU
eaW-aORe/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam 
Redfern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Berr\ 
Pickers 

Amanda 
Peters 

A novel set in the 
1960s. A Nova Scotia 
Mi¶kmaq famil\ goes to 
Maine to pick berries. 
Their 4 \ear old 
daughter disappears 
leaving no trace. She is 
raised under another 
name, unaware of her 

hWWSV://ZZZ.haUSeUcR
OOiQV.ca/97814434681
83/Whe-beUU\-SicNeUV/ 

Jan Beddoe 



true origins while her 
brother is haunted b\ 
guilt over her 
disappearance. 

A Good Wife Samra Zafar A memoir about Zafar¶s 
journe\ from a forced 
child marriage in 
Pakistan to an abusive 
life in Canada, and 
ultimatel\, her escape 
and empowerment. 
Despite hardship and 
cultural challenges, 
she pursues her 
education in secret 
eventuall\ becoming a 
powerful advocate for 
women¶s rights. 

hWWSV://TXiOOaQdTXiUe.c
RP/UeYieZ/a-gRRd-Zif
e-eVcaSiQg-Whe-Oife-i-
QeYeU-chRVe/ 

Jan Beddoe 

Tell Me 
Ever\thing 

Eli]abeth 
Strout 

This novel centers of 
Bob, a semi retired 
law\er, and his wife 
Margaret, a Unitarian 
minister. Their 
seemingl\ tranquil life 
conceals underl\ing 
tensions.  
This novel also 
connects characters 
from former Strout 
books including Olive 
Kitteridge and Luc\ 
Barton.  

hWWSV://ZZZ.ZaVhiQgW
RQSRVW.cRP/bRRNV/20
24/09/10/eOi]abeWh-VW
URXW-WeOO-Pe-eYeU\WhiQ
g-UeYieZ/ 
hWWSV://ZZZ.iQdeSeQd
eQW.cRP/2024/10/16/
bRRN-UeYieZ-WeOO-Pe-
eYeU\WhiQg-b\-eOi]abe
Wh-VWURXW/ 

Lorna 
MacGregor 

The 
Poisonwood 
Bible 

Barbara 
Kingsolver 

The novel, set in 1959, 
follows a missionar\ 
famil\ in the Belgian 
Congo and their 
struggles as the\ 
attempt to impose their 
beliefs on a culture 
the\ don¶t understand. 
As the father becomes 
obsessed with 
converting the 
villagers, the famil\ 
faces cultural clashes, 
personal 
transformations, and 

hWWSV://chicN-ZhR-Uea
dV-eYeU\WhiQg.cRP/2
024/04/02/Whe-SRiVRQ
ZRRd-bibOe-bRRN-UeYi
eZ/ 

Sarah 
Harrison 



tragic consequences.  

Sandwich Catherine 
Newman 

The novel centers on 
³Rock\´, a 55 \ear old 
navigating the 
challenges of being 
µsandwiched¶ between 
her aging parents and 
her adult children. 
The novel follows the 
famil\ during their 
week together on Cape 
Cod. Affable husband 
Nick, grown-up kids 
and Rock\¶s elderl\ 
parents are all 
introduced.  
A blend of wit and 
warmth, the inevitabilit\ 
of change,the 
comple[ities of famil\ 
ties, and the grace 
required to navigate 
life¶s transitions.  

hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WiPeV.
cRP/2024/06/18/bRR
NV/UeYieZ/VaQdZich-c
aWheUiQe-QeZPaQ.hW
PO?VPid=Q\WcRUe-iRV-
VhaUe&UefeUUiQgSRXUc
e=aUWicOeShaUe 

Sarah 
Harrison 

The Rose 
Code 

Kate Quinn The novel follows three 
women who come 
together when the\ join 
some of Britain¶s top 
minds at Bletchle\ 
Park during WW ll. As  
the\ work towards 
breaking German 
militar\ codes, the\ 
offer a look at the 
secret tasks of those 
involved and the 
personalities that are 
suited to the work. 
Romance and 
heartache are 
intertwined throughout, 
including one woman¶s 
romance with Prince 
Philip. In 1947, the\ 
reunite to root out a 
traitor who had worked 
with them.  
A well written book that 
moves quickl\ and 

hWWSV://WRb\aVPiWh.cR
P/2022/03/01/Whe-URV
e-cRde-b\-NaWe-TXiQQ
-iQdeSeQdeQW-bRRN-U
eYieZ-hiVWRUicaO-ficWiR
Q-ZRUOd-ZaU-ii/ 

Ginn\ Leut\ 



engages the reader. 

All the Beaut\ 
in the World 

Patrick 
Bingle\ 

Following the death of 
his brother, the author, 
Bingle\, leaves his 
position at the New 
York Times to become 
a securit\ guard at the 
Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York. 
Through his 
interactions with both 
the artworks and his 
colleagues, he finds 
solace and gains 
insights into life, grief 
and the universal quest 
for meaning. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.WhegXaUd
iaQ.cRP/bRRNV/2023/
PaU/05/SaWUicN-biQgOe
\-aOO-beaXW\-ZRUOd-P
XVeXP-gXaUd-PRPa-
iQWeUYieZ 

Joan 
Beveridge 

The Reason 
You Walk 

Wab Kinew This memoir follows 
Kinew¶s journe\ as he 
walks alongside his 
father, a residential 
school survivor and 
respected indigenous 
leader, during his final 
da\s. Through their 
shared e[periences 
and conversations, 
Kinew reflects on his 
father;s legac\, the 
impact of colonialism, 
and the power of 
cultural healing. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.cbc.ca/b
RRNV/Whe-UeaVRQ-\RX-
ZaON-1.4011915?__Yf
]=PediXP%3DVhaUe
baU 

Cind\ 
Rusak 

Table for Two Amor Towles A collection of short 
stories and a novella 
set in various time 
periods and locations, 
featuring characters 
navigating the 
comple[ities of human 
relationships, social 
class, and personal 
aspirations. With 
themes of love, 
ambition and fate, the 
collection offers a mi[ 
of charm, iron\ and 
emotional depth. 

hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WiPeV.
cRP/2024/03/30/bRR
NV/UeYieZ/aPRU-WRZOe
V-WabOe-fRU-WZR.hWPO 

Nanc\ 
McFadden 



     

     

 


